
The Port of Seattle is doing its part to address the regions’ homelessness 
epidemic by partnering with community groups and the City of Seattle by 
providing needed resources.

We are looking at making our Tsubota property, located at 1601 15th Ave 
W, available as a new temporary location for Tent City 5, which is currently 
located just north in the Interbay neighborhood at 3234 17th Avenue West, 
between W Dravus and W Bertona. The approximately 70 residents and their 
small structures and tents would be on our property for up to two years.

The Port of Seattle Commission is taking up the issue during its September 12 
meeting, and the City of Seattle will be holding up to two additional public 
meetings regarding the placement of Tent City 5, should the Commission vote 
to make the property available.

If you have any comments or questions, please contact:  
homelessness@seattle.gov

YOU ARE INVITED TO A PUBLIC MEETING ON LOCATING 
TENT CITY 5 ON TSUBOTA PROPERTY

City of Seattle

PUBLIC MEETING
The Port of Seattle and the City 
of Seattle are hosting a public 
meeting about this proposal:
 
September 6 - 5:30 to 7pm
Magnolia Community Center 
2550 34th Ave West, 
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Portion of the Port of 
Seattle’s Tsubota 
Property that is being 
looked at for a new 
temporary location for 
Tent City 5.

The Georgetown Tiny Home Village, 
similar to the structures proposed  
at Tsubota.
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Why is the Port of Seattle getting involved?

Seattle, King County and other jurisdictions have been working together closely to 
address this regional crisis, creating a more coordinated system that focuses on the 
individual needs of people living outside and that uses a data-driven approach to ensure 
programs are accomplishing the goal of getting more people into permanent housing.

We think the Port of Seattle should do its part by providing this property temporarily 
through a partnership with the City of Seattle.

When was the Port of Seattle approached about this? Has 
there been a history of involvement?

Commissioners received correspondence in July from community stakeholders 
advocating for the Commission to assist with Tent City 5 and proposing Tsubota as a 
potential location.

Advocates attended the July 25, 2017 Commission meeting and testified on the need for 
the Commission to assist with Tent City 5.

In response, Commissioners requested a briefing from the City of Seattle and King 
County on their strategy to address the homelessness crisis in King County.

On Aug. 8, 2017, the Commission was briefed by the City of Seattle and King County’s 
comprehensive approach and they highlighted one of the most pressing needs they 
have is property to host permitted homeless encampments.

Commissioners requested the Port staff look at Port property to see if any meet the 
requirements of the City.

Who will attend the Sept. 6 meeting?

Port and City representatives will be available to answer any questions. We expect 
Tent City 5’s sponsor and manager, Low Income Housing Institute (LIHI) and SHARE/
Wheel, respectively, to attend to provide specific information about how they operate 
sanctioned encampments.

We are inviting community stakeholders to include neighbors, businesses, non-profits 
and churches to attend the meeting.

Who else is involved with this?

Since its establishment, many organizations and individuals have come forward 
to augment the City of Seattle’s efforts to provide some safety and stability for this 
community of people. Local faith communities, businesses such as Ace Hardware, 
Kasper’s, Starbucks, other companies, and dozens of volunteers continue to provide 
assistance and supply items requested by the community.

If approved, will there be other meetings before Tent City 5 
gets its permit or moves to the site?

Per City Ordinance 124747, the City requires the encampment operator convene at least 
one public meeting in the neighborhood where the transitional encampment interim 
use is proposed to be established, at least 14 days prior to applying for a permit. Should 
this proposal move forward, the City will also schedule at least one community meeting 
prior to site occupancy.

How do I know the residents will be good neighbors?

Residents of Tent City 5 form an Executive Committee that is responsible for site security, 
resident identification and donations management. The five members are chosen for 
a short-term (typically no more than 30 days). They enforce SHARE’s Code of Conduct, 
which prohibits alcohol and drugs coming into Tent City or bringing in weapons, 
fighting, abuse of any kind, littering or disturbing neighbors. The residents also make 
rules and determine the direction of things in the camp at their regular meetings. 
Additionally, Tent City 5 has a Community Advisory Committee that meets monthly to 
review camp operations, needs, and ensure that the camp operators and social service 
providers are adequately addressing all community concerns and complaints. The CAC 
currently includes representatives from the Interbay Starbucks, Magnolia Community 
Council, Interbay Neighborhood Association, Seattle Pacific University, Interbay Place 
and the Magnolia Church of the Ascension. See more at  
www.seattle.gov/homelessness/sanctioned-encampments.

Who do I call if we have a problem or concern after the village 
opens up?

The City of Seattle and the Low Income Housing Institute will develop an emergency 
contact card that provides contact information in case an issue arises. Contact 
information is also posted on the City’s website.

How does security work for the neighboring homes and 
businesses? Will Seattle Police or Port Police patrol the area 
more?

The Seattle Police Department will remain the primary first responders for all reported 
crimes and incidents that occur in the area. This is consistent with the Port of Seattle 
Police Department’s standard operating procedure.

Who do I call if we have a problem or concern after the village 
opens up?

The City of Seattle and the Low Income Housing Institute (who manages the 
encampments day-to-day) will develop an emergency contact card that provide contact 
information in case an issue arises. 

Why now?

While there have been permitted homeless encampments in Seattle for decades, until 
two years ago they were all hosted by churches or similar groups, not government 
agencies. In 2015, Mayor Ed Murray and the Seattle City Council adopted legislation to 
permit Seattle’s first three City-sponsored encampments, sited in the Ballard, Rainier 
Valley and Interbay neighborhoods. The City ordinance allows the camps to stay for one 
year with a possible second-year extension. Tent City 5 will reach the end of its two-year 
permit at its current location in November 2017.

Has anything worked so far to address homelessness?

King County and Seattle have delivered positive results with existing efforts:

1. Seattle launched the Navigation Team, a team of outreach workers and specially 
trained police officers who connect with people living unsheltered and offer 
services and alternative shelter. Early results are promising – From Feb. 20 through 
Aug. 11, the Navigation Team made 4,199 total contacts to a total of 1,157 
individuals. Of those individuals, 721 accepted some sort of service, including 419 
who relocated to alternative living arrangements.

2. Between King County and Seattle, the City’s Navigation Center and five additional 
24/7 enhanced emergency shelters are in process, with two in Seattle, one of which 
just opened in August, one in Bellevue, one in Kirkland and one in Kenmore. One 
recently opened for families in White Center.

3. King County, Seattle and United Way have agreed to use common performance 
metrics in contracting for homelessness services, with a primary focus on exits 
to permanent housing. United Way and King County have both completed their 
first request for proposal using these agreed upon metrics. Seattle currently has a 
process open for its homeless contracts with these metrics included.

4. Seattle has led the implementation of the “By Name List” practice in partnership 
with King County and service providers to address the housing needs of 200 people 
residing in shelter for extremely long periods of time. After five weeks of effort, 
14 individuals have moved out of shelter and into permanent housing, freeing up 
shelter beds that will serve 70 people over the next year. The By Name List efforts 
for Veterans, Families with Children and Youth/Young Adults are also under way.

5. King County has brought 46 new inpatient mental health treatment beds online 
since August 2016 and will bring another 46 online.

6. King County, All Home and the City of Seattle have reduced barriers that impeded 
access to housing programs. Prior to these efforts, there were 105 distinct screening 
criteria that precluded many from accessing the programs that were supposed to 
help. Now, there are only five core criteria and none related to eviction history.

More information can be found atwww.seattle.gov/homelessness

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS


