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Magnolia Community Club Board of Trustees 

Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday February 28, 2012 7:00pm 

 
Introductions, Roll Call.  
In attendance: Stephen DeForest (presiding), Richard Piacentini, Gene Hoglund, 
Tom Brennan, Bruce Carter, Mary Montgomery, Janice Wettstone, Carol Burton, 
Alexis Atkins, Marco Magnano, Michele Marchi, and Rex Wardlaw.  
Guests:  Nolan Rundquist; Seattle City Arborist, Susan Paine; SDOT Urban 
Forestry 
 
Stephen circulated a roster of the MCC Board Members and a committee 
assignments sheet. 
 
Nolan Rundquist, and Susan Paine, with the City of Seattle, spoke about the 
City’s proposed street tree ordinance.  The City has been working on protection 
for the City’s street trees for a number of years.  The proposed changes to the 
ordinance would replace an ordinance adopted in 1961 and would provide more 
specific regulation.  They said the current ordinance calls for preserving trees, but 
it provides no details.  The current regulation requires permits to plant, prune or 
remove a street tree.  The proposed ordinance would remove all fees from street 
tree permits, and would allow some minor pruning without a permit.  It would 
require a replacement tree for a removed street tree.  The proposed ordinance 
would clarify whether SDOT or the adjacent homeowner would be responsible 
for the maintenance of a street tree, and would require maintenance to be done by 
a certified arborist.  The proposed ordinance would establish penalties for 
damaging or destroying street trees, which penalties could include paying the 
appraised value of the tree.  It does not regulate any trees on private property 
unless the tree is dangerous or threatens City right of way.  SDOT has a website 
that shows the City’s tree inventory, and that site indicates if a tree is city or 
privately owned.  There is also a dedicated phone line (684-tree) that can be 
called to obtain information on trees.  The comment period on the ordinance ends 
Feb 29, 2012.   
 
The January Board Minutes were approved.  
 
The January Treasurer’s Report was approved. 
 
MQADC – Bruce reported that he sponsored a letter from the MQADC 
supporting the combination of the West Yard and Smith Cove Park into one park.  
He said that Councilmember Sally Bagshaw is supporting this effort.  Metro 
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spoke about proposed changes to bus service, particularly reductions to the #19 
bus route.   
 
 
The Board voted to send a letter to City, Port, and County officials supporting the 
combination of the West Yard and Smith Cove Park into one park.  A draft letter 
had been previously circulated by Bruce.   
 
Mag Blvd VMP – Richard reported that the Parks Department responded to the 
MCC’s January letter, in which the MCC thanked Parks for the fall brush 
cleanup, but requested Park’s work more closely with the Mag Blvd VMP 
Advisory Committee.  Park’s requested a meeting and members of the advisory 
committee are arranging a meeting in the next few weeks, with the goal of 
developing a work plan for maintaining the Park.   
 
Central Waterfront Stakeholder Group – Marco reported that at the meetings he 
has attended, considerable information has been presented, but little of it has 
provided specifics about how the waterfront will be designed and configured.   
 
North Portal Working Group – Stephen reported that with tunnel design pretty 
much complete, the last meeting focused on the phasing of the project.   
 
WPAC- Gene reported that the proposed ordinance to extend the hours of 
operation of bars and taverns is still the subject of a number of meetings.  There 
was a recent arrest for burglary in Magnolia.   
 
The Board discussed concerns about soliciting and car prowls in Magnolia. 
 
Discovery Park Advisory Committee – Michele followed up on an e-mail she sent 
to Board Members, which contained a report expressing concern on the status of 
the work being done to restore the Capehart area.   
 
Special Outreach – Stephen reported on his concern about the poor attendance at 
MCC general meetings.  He mentioned various ideas on how to improve 
attendance, and suggested that the MCC should establish a committee to look into 
the problem.  Gene, Mary and Rex volunteered to be on the committee.   
 
The Board discussed general meeting topics for April, May and June, and decided 
the April meeting topic will be Metro bus service. 
 
Gene provided a handout and reported on a conversation he had with Monica at 
the Magnolia Historical Society about Magnolia Memories books.  She wants the 
MCC to give the Historical Society two free boxes of its Magnolia Memories 
books that they will use for promotional purposes.  They propose to combine the 
MCC’s books with their Magnolia Memories II books into a 2 book set, which 
they will sell for fifty dollars.  The MCC would receive $15 from each set sold.  
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The Historical Society would receive $35 per set because they would do the work 
to sell the book sets.   
 
The Board voted to provide the Magnolia Historical Society with one box of the 
MCC’s books free of charge, and to allow the Historical Society to sell MCC’s 
Magnolia Memories books in a two book set with the Magnolia Historical 
Society’s Magnolia Memories II books.  The MCC will be compensated $15 for 
each set sold.   
 
Friends of Magnolia Manor Park – Carol reported on efforts to expand Magnolia 
Manor Park, including removing the fence and building a P-Patch.  They are 
applying for a Small and Simple Grant to fund the P-Patch construction.   
 
The Board voted to write a letter in support of the Friends of Magnolia Manor 
Park’s application for a Small and Simple Grant.   
 
Janice reported that she attended the City’s Design Review meeting on the 
building proposed next to Ace Hardware.  The building will be four stories in 
height, but will not be a high as it could be under the code.  The project is still 
very preliminary.   
 
Meeting adjourned 9:00 


